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Introduction

In today’s knowledge-driven society, intellectual property (IP) plays a pivotal
role in encouraging innovation, creativity, and economic development.

As creators, innovators, educators, and users of creative works become

more engaged in producing and sharing content, understanding the legal
frameworks that protect these rights is more important than ever.

This toolkit is designed as a practical and accessible resource for individuals
and institutions seeking to navigate the field of intellectual property with

a special focus on Ethiopian copyright law. It aims to demystify key IP
concepts, explain the rights and responsibilities of creators and users, and
outline the procedures and protections available under Ethiopian legal
system.

The toolkit covers various IP areas but focuses mainly on copyright and
neighboring rights with the view to encourage creativity, education, and
digital media.

No matter what background you may have, this toolkit is designed to
support you to:

e Understand what copyright protects and how long it lasts
e Learn your rights as a creator or user

* Recognize lawful uses of copyrighted materials

* Navigate exceptions and limitations under Ethiopian law

* Engage with enforcement and dispute resolution processes

By equipping you with foundational knowledge and practical guidance,
this toolkit aims to empower more informed and confident engagement
with intellectual property in Ethiopia promoting creation, protection, access,
innovation and fairness.

Disclaimer:
This toolkit helps right holders understand, protect, and manage their

creative rights. However, it is not a substitute for the law, and users
should consult official legislation or legal advice when needed.
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1. Intellectual Property

Rights in Ethiopia —
1.1. Intellectual property (IP) refers to —_—

creations of the mind. O

1.2. Intellectual property aims at ‘ ‘

o

| 5

/ \ 1.4.
(o)
©
':g:';;:{g' Copyright
1.5.

safeguarding creators and other
producers of intellectual goods by '
granting them certain time-limited p X
rights to control the use made of those - {% -
productions. /
Intellectual property is divided into ‘ *
two branches, Industrial property”

and Copyright.

=
Industrial property includes inven- 15+5

tions, industrial design, trademarks, Years
service marks, commercial names and

designations, including indications of

source and appellations of origin, and

protection against unfair competition;

Literary, artistic and scientific works
and performances of performing
artists, sound recordings and
broadcasts, usually called neighboring
rights or rights related to copyright
belong to the copyright branch of
intellectual property.

2. Definitions of Patents,

Trademarks, Copyright,

We start by defining just some common
aspects of patents, utility models, industrial
design and trademarks and later will take
copyright in depth.

2.1. Patent is a legal document granted to
protect inventions.

2.2. Invention is an idea of an inventor
which permits in practice the solution
to a specific problem in the field of
technology.

2.3. The term of protection is fifteen years
for an initial period with a possible five
years extension of the protection for
good.

2.4. Utility Model is sometimes called a
“petty patent” and offers protection
for technical inventions that may
not meet the full requirements of a
standard patent (especially in terms
of inventive step). Though utility
models offer shorter protection, often
5-10 years, they are valuable tools
to protect devices or useful products
with small improvements or with a
short commercial life and encourage
innovation, especially for small
inventors, startups, and resource-
limited creators.

2.5. Industrial design Patent is the right
granted, pursuant to a registration
system, to protect the original
ornamental and non-functional features
of an industrial article or product that
result from design activity.
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Protection

15+5

Years

.

Renewable

7

Years

2.6.

2.7.

2.8.

2.9.

Ethiopia is extremely rich in traditional
art and folklore which stimulates
creations of local craftsmanship. These
creations usually fall within the ambit
of the term “industrial designs.”
Recognition and material benefits for
the creator of an industrial design,

is an effective system of protection
stimulating creative activity.

The term of protection for an industrial
design right goes from 5 to 15 years,
often divided into terms requiring the
proprietor to renew the registration in
order to obtain an extension of the term
of protection.

Trademarks are visible signs capable
of distinguishing goods or services of
persons like words, designs, letters,
numerals, colors or the shape of goods
or their packaging or the combinations
thereof;

A trademark, in order to serve its
purpose, it must be distinctive.

2.10. The trademark registration is

renewable end of every 7 years.

2.11. After introducing these common

industrial property tools, the next part
of the toolkit focuses on copyright law
in Ethiopia. Copyright is a property
right which subsists in the various
works listed in the copyright and
related right proclamation. It deals with
the rights of intellectual creators in their
creation.

3. Principles of Copyright Protection

3.1.

3.2.

Requirements for Protection

An author automatically receives copyright protection upon the
creation of a work, regardless of its quality or purpose, provided
that the work:

* is original;

¢ is fixed in a tangible form (i.e., recorded in a way that it can be
perceived, reproduced, or communicated);

¢ has a sufficient connection to Ethiopia as defined in Article 3 of
Proclamation No. 410/2004; and

* For a work to qualify for copyright protection in Ethiopia, it must
meet certain connecting criteria set out in the Proclamation that
include connection by authorship, first publication and place of
transmission.

Eligible Subject Matter

The eligible subject matters as enumerated by the Article 2 (3) of the
Proclamation, includes:

a. Books, booklets, articles in reviews and newspaper, computer
programs;

b. Speeches, lectures, addresses, sermons, and other oral works;

c¢. Dramatic, dramatico-musical works, pantomimes, choreographic
works, and other works created for stage production.

d. Musical compositions;
e. Audiovisual works;
f. works of architecture;

g. Works of drawing, painting, sculpture, engraving, lithography,
tapestry, and other works of fine arts;

h. Photographic works;

i. Illustrations, maps, plans, sketches, and three dimensional works
related to geography, topography, architecture or science;

i. Applied art;
ii. Derivative works:

Translations, adaptations, arrangements and other transformations
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or modifications of works and other alterations of a literary or
artistic work are protected as original works without prejudice to
the copyright in the original work as well as original collections like
encyclopedias or databases, are protected if they show creativity in
their selection or arrangement.

3.3. Works not protected and the Justifications thereof

Ideas, procedures, system, method of operation, concept, formula,
numerical tables and forms of general use, principle, discovery

or mere date, even if expressed, described, explained, illustrated

or embodied in a work; and any official text of a legislative,
administrative or of legal nature, as well as official translations
thereof are not protected by the copyright proclamation. And also
copyright protection doesn’t extend to any physical object containing
the work as indicated in the proclamation. The question is why these
are not protected?

The following considerations justify their exclusion from protection:
a. Ideas vs. Expression

i. Copyright protects the expression of ideas, not the ideas
themselves.

ii. If ideas were protected, it would limit free thought and
communication, and others couldn’t build upon them or create
new works.

b. Facts and Discoveries Are Universal

i. Things like formulas, concepts, and discoveries are natural
truths or shared knowledge.

ii. No one can “own” a discovery like gravity or a mathematical
formula — they are for everyone to use and develop.

iii.Public Interest and Access: Official texts such as laws,
court decisions, and government documents must be freely
accessible to the public.

c. Functional Elements Are Not Creative Expressions: Works
for practical or technical purposes, not artistic or literary ones
are better suited for protection under patents or secret law, not
copyright.

d. General Use Materials lack Originality: Things like forms, tables,
and calendars are standard tools used in daily life, titles, slogans;

familiar symbols and common phrases don’t generally reflect
creative and lack evidence of originality needed for copyright
protection.

3.4. Original Ownership of Economic Right

3.5.

a.

Subject to exceptions in the proclamation, the author who created
the work is the original owner of the economic rights.

. If a work has multiple authors, they are joint original owners of the

economic rights.

. For a collective work, the person who initiated and directed its

creation is the original owner of the rights.

. If a work is created under employment or commission, the

employer or commissioning party is the original owner of the
rights, unless otherwise agreed.

. For audiovisual works:

i. The producer owns the economic rights, but key contributors
(like the scriptwriter, director, etc.) retain authorship and a right
to contractual remuneration.

ii. Authors of works within the audiovisual piece that can be used
separately keep their independent copyright.

However, co-authors and authors of pre-existing works in an
audiovisual work keep their rights in those contributions, as long as
they can be used separately from the audiovisual work.

Economic and Moral Rights of Authors

a. Authors have both economic and moral rights.

b. Economic rights are those rights which help the author reap

C.

economic benefits.

The author has the exclusive right to do, to authorize or to prevent
others from doing the following acts:

i. reproduction of the work (to distribute copies of a text-based
work to the public, whether in the form of printed copies or
digital media such as CD-ROMs);

e translation of the work (in languages other than the original);

e adaptation of the work(modification of a work from one type
of work to another such as a novel into a movie), arrangement
or other transformation of the work;



l Copyright and Neighboring Right Toolkit for Creative Works in Ethiopia

3.6.

ii. distribution of the original or a copy of the work to the public
by sale or rental;

e importation of original or copies of the work;
* public display of the original or a copy of the work;

e performance of the work( for example, public readings,
dramatic and musical performances before an audience);

iii. broadcasting of the work (by radio, cable, or satellite);
e other communication of the work to the public

d. The right to control rental or lending generally does not apply to
computer programs unless the software itself is the main item
being rented. If it is just part of a device, the right holder cannot
restrict the rental. But if the program is the primary focus, they can
control its use.

For example: Renting a computer with pre-installed software is
not restricted, but renting the software itself (like design or editing
software) is subject to the copyright holder’s control.

Resale Rights for Original Works of Art and Manuscripts (Droit de
Suite)

When an original work of art (like a painting, sculpture, or drawing)
or an original manuscript (such as a handwritten book or musical
composition) is resold after the first sale by the author, the author or
their heirs are entitled to receive a share of the resale price.

This right is:
* Inalienable, meaning it cannot be waived or transferred to
someone else.
* Applies only to resale after the initial sale by the creator.

¢ Intended to ensure that creators or their heirs continue to benefit
from the increasing value of their work over time.

The exact percentage of the resale price and the specific conditions
under which this right applies will be defined by future regulations
issued under the authority of the proclamation.

This concept is internationally recognized as the “droit de suite”
(right to follow), and envisaged support to artists by allowing them a
share of the economic success of their works beyond the first sale.

3.7. Moral Rights

a. Irrespective of the ownership of the economic rights the author of
the work has moral rights over his /her work.

b. The moral rights of the author include:

i. to claim authorship of his work(right of paternity) , except
where the work is included, incidentally or accidentally, in
reporting current events by means of broadcasting;

ii. to remain anonymous or to use a pseudonym; and

iii. to object any distortion, mutilation or other alteration of his
work(right of integrity), where such an act is or would be
prejudicial to his honor or reputation.

iv. to publish his work.

3.8. Duration of economic rights

a. The duration of the economic rights is life and fifty (50) years after
the death of the author.

b. Where the work was jointly authored, the term of fifty (50) years
runs from the death of the last surviving author.

c. The term of 50 years of a posthumous work shall runs from the
date of publication of the work.

d. Economic rights in a collective work (excluding audiovisual works)
last 50 years from the latest of its creation, publication, or public
release.

e. For anonymous or pseudonymous works, economic rights last 50
years from first publication or public release.

f. Where before the expiration of fifty (50) years the identity of the
author is known, the economic rights are protected during the
lifetime of the author and fifty (50) years after their death.

g. The term of the economic rights of a photographic work is twenty-
five years from the making of the work.

h. Economic rights in an audiovisual work last 50 years from its
creation or public release, whichever is later.

i. Performance rights last until the end of the 50th year after the
performance is recorded or, if not recorded, after the performance
took place;

j- Sound recording rights last 50 years from publication or, if
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unpublished, 50 years from fixation;

k. Broadcasting organizations: 20 years from the end of the year of
the broadcast

3.9. Assignment of Copyright

a. Economic rights may be assigned in whole or in part.

b. Assignment of economic rights must be in writing.

c. Only rights clearly stated in the assignment are transferred.
3.10. Scope of assignment

a. An assignment only covers the economic rights specified in the
agreement.

b. The assignment of economic rights does not extend to the physical
object containing the work.

c. If an agreement doesn’t specify a time period, the assignment of
economic rights ends after 10 years.

d. If an agreement doesn’t specify how the rights may be used or
exploited, the assignee may use them as reasonably needed to
fulfill the parties” intended purpose.

e. If economic rights are unused or misused to the author’s harm, the
author may revoke the assignment.

3.11. Licensing of Copyright

a. Alicense of economic rights may be in whole or in part and must
be in writing.

b. A license of economic rights may also be exclusive or non-
exclusive.

. An exclusive license allows the licensee to use the rights and
exclude others, including the author.

d. A non-exclusive license allows licensee use the rights alongside the
author and others.

e. Only rights clearly stated in the license is transferred
3.12. Scope of license

a. Alicense only covers the economic rights specified in the
agreement.

b. Licensing of economic rights does not extend to the physical object
containing the work.

c. If an agreement doesn’t specify a time period, the license of
economic rights ends after 5 years.

d. If an agreement doesn’t specify how the rights may be used or
exploited, the licensee may use them as reasonably needed to fulfill
the parties’ intended purpose.

e. If economic rights are unused or misused to the author’s harm, the
author may revoke the license.

3.13. Copyright Assignment and License Agreements: Key Considerations

When drafting or customizing these agreements, consider the
following:

a. Scope of Rights: Clearly define what rights are being transferred
or licensed (e.g., reproduction, distribution, adaptation).

b. Duration and Territory: Specify the time frame and geographical
area the agreement covers.

c. Compensation: Outline any payment terms, including royalties or
lump-sum payments.

d. Moral Rights: Authors have moral rights that cannot be waived
or transferred. Ensure your agreement complies with terms of the
proclamation.

e. Governing Law: Indicate the law or regulation your agreements
comply with: Proclamation No.410/2004 or No.872/2014 coupled

with the appropriate provisions of Contract law under the civil
code.

3.14. Steps for Customizing a Copyright Assignment and License
Agreements

a. Identify the Parties Involved
* Assignor/Licensor: The original owner of the copyright.
* Assignee/Licensee: The individual or entity receiving the rights.
¢ Include full legal names and contact information for both parties.
b. Describe the Work
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i. Clearly specify the work subject to the agreement. This includes:

e Title of the work.
¢ Type of work (e.g., literary, musical, artistic).
® Date of creation.
® Registration number, if applicable.
ii. Attach samples or references to the work as necessary.
c. Define the Scope of Rights
i. For Assignments: Specify that all rights are being transferred.
ii. For Licenses: Detail the specific rights granted, such as:
* Reproduction rights.
¢ Distribution rights.
* Public performance rights.
e Adaptation rights.
iii. Indicate whether the license is exclusive or non-exclusive.
d. Set the Duration and Territory

i. Duration: Define the time frame of the agreement (e.g., 5 years,
perpetual).

ii. Territory: Specify the geographical area where the rights apply
(e.g., Ethiopia, worldwide).

e. Outline Compensation Terms
i. Detail the financial arrangements, such as:
¢ One-time payment.
¢ Royalty percentages.
* Payment schedules.

ii. Include provisions for minimum guarantees or advances if
applicable.

f. Include Representations and Warranties
The assignor/licensor should affirm that:
* They are the rightful owner of the work.
¢ The work does not infringe on any third-party rights.

¢ They have the authority to enter into the agreement.

g. Specify Governing Law

The relevant provisions of the copyright Proclamation or the
Ethiopian Civil Code.

h. Add Additional Clauses as Needed
Consider including clauses on:
* Termination conditions.
e Dispute resolution mechanisms.
¢ Confidentiality obligations.
¢ Force majeure events.
i. Finalize the Agreement
i. Ensure all parties sign and date the agreement.
ii. Consider notarization for added legal validity.

iii. Keep copies for all parties involved

3.15. Labeling and Attribution Duties of Sound Recording Producers

Producers must label sound recordings or audiovisual works with
the title, author and main performers’ names, producer’s name or
mark, and a rights reservation notice. Choirs or orchestras must also
be named with their leader. This promotes transparency, ensures
proper credit, and protects the rights of all parties involved.

3.16. Notice of protection

For commercial audiovisual or sound recordings, the label

or container must display the (P) symbol and the year of first
publication to indicate the producer’s rights and it also alerts the
public that a work is protected, helping prevent infringers from
claiming ignorance. It strengthens enforcement, even though it’s not
legally required, serving as initial legal evidence in disputes.

3.17. Exceptions and Limitations?

Third parties may use copyrighted works without consent or
payment in fair dealing cases, such as:

a. Reproduction for Personal Purposes;
b. Quotation;
c. Reproduction for Teaching;

d. Reproduction by Libraries, Archives and Similar Institutions;
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e. Informatory Reproduction and Communication to the Public;

f. Reproducing and altering software within legal limits;

g. Importation for personal purpose;

h. Private performance free of charge;

i. Issuance of compulsory license;

j. Display of works;

k. Distribution of copies of works;

3.18. Copyright Registration

a. Who can register a copyright?

i

ii.

The rights holder or assignee may apply for registration, and the
Office is responsible for registering works and preserving sample
copies as per the Regulation.

Any work eligible for copyright may be registered if it meets the
requirements of Article 6 of the Proclamation.

b. Requirements for Registration

i

ii.

Requirements Summarized:

¢ Completed application form

* Sworn affidavit

e Sample of the work (e.g., CD, tape)
e Proof of payment for the service fee
¢ Identification documents
Requirements in detail

¢ Applications must include details about the applicant and
author, the title of the work, class, language, publication status,
and any relevant publication history, along with other required
information set by the Office.

¢ Applications must include a sample of the work and documents
such as ID, proof of legal status (for legal persons), power of
attorney (if needed), proof of rights (if not the author), service
fee receipt, and other documents as required. Any non-Ambharic
or non-English documents must be translated into Amharic or
English.

e Applications for copyright registration must be in Amharic

or English and can be submitted by post or online. Postal
submissions must clearly state the name of the Office and
address. The Office may also request the applicant or their
agent to appear in person if needed.

Each application for registration must cover only one work,
except for series works like encyclopedias, which may be
registered with a single application.

e The Office will conduct a formality examination to ensure the
application meets the required criteria. If defects are found,
the applicant will be notified to make corrections within one
month. Failure to correct the defects within the given time will
result in the application being considered abandoned.

The Office does not conduct a substantive examination to prove
ownership of the work but requires the applicant to submit an
affidavit confirming their ownership. If the affidavit is found to
be false, the applicant will be criminally liable under relevant
laws.

iii. Issuance of Certificate, content and effects

e The Office will register a work and issue a certificate of
registration if the application meets the formality requirements.

* The certificate of registration for a work entitling copyright
issued by the Office will include the registration number,
applicant details, date of application, and the registration’s
validity period.

* The certificate of registration serves as prima facie evidence of
ownership of the work.

e Failure to register a work does not affect its copyright rights
protection under the Proclamation.

* The certificate of registration is valid for five years. It can be
renewed within six months of expiration for five successive
years, until the protection period ends. Failure to renew
within the allowed period will result in the cancellation of the
certificate.

* When a registered copyrighted work is assigned, the assignee
can apply to the Office with evidence of the assignment and
proof of fee payment. The Office will register the assignment
and issue a certificate in the assignee’s name.
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3.19. Piracy and Infringement

a.

Copyright is infringed when someone uses protected work without
the owner’s consent. Unauthorized copying and commercial use of
such works is called piracy.

. Piracy is often driven by commercial gain and usually involves

organized reproduction and distribution of copyrighted works.
Though consumers may only see a single outlet, it often represents a
larger illegal operation behind the scenes.

. Piracy may offer cheaper works in the short term, but it often delivers

poor quality and deprives creators of fair compensation. This loss of
income discourages investment in new creative works, ultimately
harming both artists and consumers.

. The effect of Piracy on Consumers, Creators, Promoters, and

Authorities is that it

may offer cheap content, but often in poor quality. It deprives
creators and promoters of income, reducing incentives for new
works. Governments also lose tax revenues and face challenges
enforcing intellectual property rights.

. Piracy undermines tax revenue, reducing government support

for the arts. This weakens the copyright system and threatens the
growth of national cultural identity that copyright aims to protect.

Notions of piracy

a.

d.

Counterfeits: Counterfeits are exact copies of sound or video discs
or tapes, often replicating packaging and trademarks, and can be
tapes or industrially manufactured CDs.

. Bootlegs: Bootlegs are unauthorized recordings of live performances

or broadcasts.

. Pirate copies: Pirate copies are low-quality, unauthorized recordings

that don’t imitate the original, often with handwritten labels, and
are now less common due to demand for better quality.

The term “piracy” includes all types of infringement—counterfeits,
bootlegs, and pirate copies. The most affected categories are sound
and video recordings, computer programs, broadcasts, and books.

Enforcement of Rights

The following enforcement provisions except the last one (e) are
incorporated in Ethiopian copyright legislations.

a. Provisional measures: under these measures the court shall order
prompt provisional measures to prevent infringement, especially
to stop goods, including imports, from entering commerce after
customs clearance and to preserve relevant evidence.

b. Civil Remedies: These are final remedies in which Courts can award
compensation for material and moral damages, grant injunctions,
and confiscate infringing works or related items. The rights holder
may also claim unjust enrichment or the infringer’s net profits.
Compensation for material damage is based on the extent of harm,
while moral damage is at least Birr 100,000. If the infringer was
unaware, compensation may be limited to their profit. Infringing
copies can be destroyed or removed from commerce, unless acquired
in good faith.

c. Border Measure: The Customs authority, upon written request
from the copyright or neighboring right holder, may retain goods
suspected of infringement. The applicant must be informed of the
retention. If no justifiable evidence is provided within 10 days, the
retention is lifted. The applicant is liable for damages if the request is
unfounded. The customs authority may confiscate infringing goods
upon court order.

d. Criminal Sanctions: Intentional violations of protected rights under
this law are punishable by 5 to 10 years of rigorous imprisonment,
unless a heavier penalty is specified by criminal law. Gross negligence
violations are punishable by 1 to 5 years of imprisonment. Penalties
may also include seizure, forfeiture, and destruction of infringing
goods and related materials.

e. Measures: Enforcement measures address abuses of technological
protection measures (TPMs) designed to prevent unauthorized
copying or access to digital content, it also prohibits the manufacture
or distribution of devices that circumvent these protections, as
well as the alteration or removal of electronic rights management
information.

This last remedy, (e) is not part of the enforcement provisions of our
copyright proclamation. While there is no specific law governing
technological protection measures (TPMs) in our system, global trends
encourage right holders to independently apply such measures until
legislation addresses unauthorized copying and tools that bypass
protections.
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Initiating Legal Action

To initiate legal action against copyright and neighboring rights
violations the affected party follows these steps:

a. Identify the Infringement act: Gather concrete evidence of the
infringement, such as copies of unauthorized reproductions,
distribution records, or any other documentation demonstrating the
unauthorized use of your work.

b. Initiate legal proceedings: File a complaint with the appropriate
Tribunal or Court that handles intellectual property matters. The
intellectual property Tribunal established pursuant to Proclamation
No. 872/2014 to provide an efficient and specialized forum for
resolving IP disputes of civil cases except extra-contractual liability
is not currently in a position to handle such cases. Instead regular
courts continue adjudicating cases relating to copyrights.

c. Which Courts are appropriate? Copyrights and neighboring rights
proclamations like other intellectual property rights fall under
federal laws. Federal Courts have Jurisdiction over federal laws.

According to the Federal Courts Proclamation No. 1234 /2021, Article
5(m), federal courts have jurisdiction over civil cases relating to literary
and artistic-ownership rights.

* Federal First Instance Court: Handles civil cases involving amounts not
exceeding ETB 500,000 or cases where the monetary value cannot be
determined.

* Federal High Court: Handles civil cases involving amounts exceeding
ETB 500,000.

Therefore, if a copyright infringement case involves a claim amount below ETB
500,000, it would typically be heard by the Federal First Instance Court. If the
claim exceeds this amount, the Federal High Court would have jurisdiction.

Criminal Cases: The Federal First Instant Court has jurisdiction over criminal
cases under Copyright and Neighboring Rights Proclamations specified in the
enforcement provisions. However, if the infringement is particularly severe
or has broader implications, the Federal High Court may assume jurisdiction.

Note also that in regions, it is Regional High Courts that take on the Federal
First Instance Court’s matters by delegation.

4. Collective Management of Copyright and

Neighboring Rights
4.1. Their Basic Operations:

* Managing rights individually is often impractical; collective
management organizations help handle licensing of copyrighted
works, follow on enforcement on behalf of copyright owners.

* Right holders should be rewarded for their work. Collective
management organizations collect and distribute copyright fees
fairly on a non-profit basis.

* All copyright and related rights owners can join collective
management organizations.

* Members declare their works when joining, forming the local
repertoire. This links usage to rightful owners, alongside foreign
works in the international repertoire

4.2. Where societies are active

Collective management organizations typically manage the
following rights:

e Public performance rights (music played in public places)

* Broadcasting rights (live and recorded performances on radio and
TV)

* Mechanical reproduction rights (reproduction of works in various
formats like CDs, tapes, etc.)

e Performing rights in dramatic works (stage plays)

* Reprographic reproduction rights (photocopying of literary and
musical works)

Related rights (for performers and producers of phonograms, ensuring
remuneration for broadcasts or public communication)
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5. The Ethiopian IP Authority: Key Functions in
Copyright

Generally, the Ethiopian Intellectual Property Authority oversees copyright

policy, legislation, and enforcement strategies. It also manages registration

systems, a key but often burdensome task depending on the industry growth

and registration demand. It may also handle issues of compulsory licenses,

under special provisions.

In respect of collective right administration the Authority has:
5.1. Regulatory Oversight

a. Granting recognition and licensing collective management
organizations (CMOs) based on clear legal criteria.

b. Ensuring compliance with the law, including proper governance,
fair distribution of royalties, and transparent financial reporting.

c. Revoking recognition if a CMS fails to meet legal standards or acts
against the interests of its members.

5.2. Protecting Right Holders

a. Ensuring that the CMS properly collects and distributes royalties
to creators, performers, and producers.

b. Mediating disputes between CMS and right holders when
necessary.

5.3. Supporting Users (e.g., broadcasters, event organizers)

a. Encouraging CMS to provide fair, standardized, and accessible
licensing terms.

b. Helping to resolve conflicts between CMS and users over fees,
scope of rights, or unfair licensing conditions.

¢. Monitoring anti-competitive behavior by CMS or users.

5.4. Promoting the Interests of the Creative Sector

a. Supporting public awareness campaigns on copyright and
collective rights.

b. Encouraging the fair use of protected works while respecting
creators’ rights.

c. Creating an enabling environment for the growth of the creative
industry, including digital rights management and international
collaboration.

5.5. Transparency and Accountability

a. Requiring CMS to submit regular reports, including financial
audits and distribution schedules.

b. Making key information publicly accessible, such as tariffs,
policies, and licensing procedures.

c. Ensuring democratic governance within CMS (e.g., member
participation in decision-making).

6. In Summary:

The Authority’s role is to balance the interests of right holders, users, and
the public, while building trust in collective management systems. This
helps foster a thriving creative economy where right holders are fairly
compensated, users can easily license content, and the public enjoys wider
cultural access.
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Annexes

2. Scope of the License
A customizable Copyright License Agreement Template based on P

Proclamation No. 410/2004, includes both exclusive and non-exclusive The license includes the following rights (check applicable):
options |_|Reproduction

| || Distribution

Copyright License Agreement

This Agreement is entered into on this ___ day of
and between:

, 20, by

|| Public performance or display
|| Adaptation or translation

|| Digital transmission or online publication

[ ]Other:

LS e Territory: [e.g., Ethiopia only, Africa, worldwide]
Full Name: Term (Duration): [e.g., 5 years, perpetual]
Address:

ID/Company Reg. No.:

(hereinafter referred to as the “Licensor”)

Language(s): [e.g., Amharic, English, all languages]

3. Compensation

and As consideration for the license, the Licensee agrees to pay the Licensor:
Licensee: [ ]| Amount: ETB (or % royalty: %)

T || Payment Terms: [e.g., lump sum, quarterly, annually]

Address:

ID/Company Reg. No.:

(hereinafter referred to as the “Licensee”)

1. Grant of License

The Licensor hereby grants to the Licensee a:
|| Exclusive License
[ ] Non-Exclusive License

(check one)

to use the following copyrighted work (the “Work”):

Title of Work:

Type of Work: [e.g., book, film, software, song]
Registration No. (if any):

Date of Creation:

| |Reporting Requirements (if royalties): [e.g., annual usage reports]

4. Ownership and Moral Rights

e The Licensor retains ownership of the copyright.

 The Licensor retains moral rights under Ethiopian law, including:
e The right to be identified as the author.

e The right to object to distortion or derogatory treatment of the
Work.

5. Restrictions

The Licensee shall not:
e Sub-license the Work without written permission.

* Modify the Work (unless explicitly licensed).
¢ Claim ownership of the Work.
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6. Termination

This Agreement may be terminated:

* By either party with ___ days’ written notice.

e Immediately upon material breach.

e Automatically upon expiration of the license term.

Upon termination, the Licensee shall cease all use of the Work and
return or destroy all copies, unless otherwise agreed.

7. Governing Law

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, including Proclamation No. 410/2004.

8. Entire Agreement

This Agreement represents the entire agreement between the parties
and supersedes all previous understandings.

9. Signatures

Licensor:

Name:

Signature:
Date:

Licensee:

Name:

Signature:
Date:

A customizable Copyright Assignment Agreement Template based on
Proclamation No. 410/2004 or its amendment Proclamation
No.872/2014

Copyright Assignment Agreement

This Agreement is entered into on this ___ day of , 20,
by and between:

Assignor:
Full Name:

Address:
ID Number:

(hereinafter referred to as the “Assignor”)

and

Assignee:
Full Name:

Address:
ID Number:

(hereinafter referred to as the “Assignee”)

1. Assignment of Copyright

The Assignor hereby irrevocably assigns, transfers, and conveys
to the Assignee all rights, title, and interest in and to the
following copyrighted work (the “Work”):

Title of the Work:

Type of Work: [e.g., literary, musical, audiovisual, software, etc.]

Date of Creation:
Published/Unpublished:
Registration No. (if any):
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This assignment includes, but is not limited to:

e The right to reproduce distributes, perform, display, adapt, and
translate the Work.

* The right to license, transfers, and enforces the copyright.
e All rights for the entire duration of copyright protection, in
Ethiopia and worldwide.

2. Consideration

In exchange for this assignment, the Assignee agrees to pay the
Assignor the amount of ETB (or as otherwise agreed), the
receipt of which the Assignor hereby acknowledges.

3. Warranties and Representations

The Assignor represents and warrants that:
e They are the sole owner and author of the Work.

e The Work is original and does not infringe on any third-party
rights.

* The copyright is free from any encumbrances or prior assignments.

4. Moral Rights

The Assignor acknowledges that, under Ethiopian law, moral rights
are non-transferable, and retains the right to:
e Claim authorship of the Work; and

 Object to any distortion, mutilation, or modification that would
prejudice their honor or reputation.

5. Further Assurances

The Assignor agrees to execute any further documents and cooperate
with the Assignee to enable full enforcement or registration of the
rights assigned herein.

6. Governing Law

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, particularly Proclamation No.
410/2004 and relevant international treaties to which Ethiopia is a

party.
7. Entire Agreement

This Agreement represents the entire understanding between the
parties and supersedes any previous agreements or understandings.

8. Signatures

Assignor:

Name:

Signature:
Date:

Assignee:

Name:

Signature:
Date:
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